
                         

Activity Plan 
 

Robert Munsch and Michael Martchenco 

The Paper Bag Princess 

ISBN 9780920236253 

Annick Press 

Age: 0-6 years old 

 

 
 

Activities : 

1. Before, during or after the reading, ask those questions to children: 

a. How does the princess succeed in defeating the dragon? 

b. Is the prince happy to be saved by the princess? Why? 

c. Would you have done the same thing if you had been the princess? Why? 

d. Discuss the gender roles in the story. Why does Ronald react in that way at 

the end of the story? 

e. Look at the first picture. How does Ronald feel about Elizabeth? How does 

she feel about him? 

f. The dragon boasts about how fast he can fly. Have you ever boasted about 

anything? How did it make you feel? How do you feel when other people 

boast? 

2. After the reading, children can make themselves dresses in big paper bags. 

 

 

 

3. Literacy activities : 

Abstract: The Paper Bag Princess tells the story of an unconventional princess named 
Elizabeth. She begins happily in her castle preparing to marry Prince Ronald. 
Unfortunately, in the second page of the book, a dragon swoops down, burns down the 
castle and everything with it, and kidnaps Prince Ronald. Elizabeth thus dons the glorious 
paper bag and sets off to save Ronald. When she encounters the dragon, Elizabeth 
outwits him by asking him to perform feats of strength until he passes out. Elizabeth then 
passes the dragon and goes to save Ronald. However, when Ronald sees Elizabeth in a 
paper bag, rather than beautiful princess clothes, he is aghast. Ronald yells at Elizabeth 
to come back when she looks like a “real princess”. Our heroic Paper Bag Princess 
swiftly replies by saying, “You look like a real Prince, but you are a bum.” She takes off 
her crown, and gleefully dances into the sunset. 



                         
a. Compare Elizabeth to other unconventional princesses, for example Fiona in 

Shrek or Elsa from Frozen. 

b. Compare Elizabeth to a more traditional princess. How is she different? 

c. Clothing is really important in this book. What does clothing tell us about 

characters? 

d. Compare to other stories where the hero outsmarts the villain, for example 

Jack and the Beanstalk or the Three Little Pigs. 

e. Write dialogue between Elizabeth and Ronald before the story starts. What do 

you think they would say to each other? 

f. Make a map of the story. 

g. Retell the story from the dragon’s point of view. 

h. Write a newspaper report on attack of the castle. 

i. Write character sketches of Elizabeth, Ronald and the Dragon. 

j. Expand the adjectives used (for example beautiful, expensive) into noun 

phrases. 

k. Munsch only uses a few verbs to show how something was said (e.g. said, 

shouted and whispered). Make a list of other verbs you could use to show 

how something was said. 

l. Act out the story and write it up as a play. 

m. How would the story have been different if Elizabeth hadn’t gone after Ronald 

or if Ronald had been a nicer person? 

4. Design Technology activities: 

a. Think of as many uses of a paper bag as you can.  

b. What would be the drawbacks of wearing a paper bag? 

c. Design some clothes made from an unconventional material. 

Material included : 

● Album The paperbag princess 

 

Material to prepare : 

● Paper bags 

● Color crayons 


